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A Retrospective of Dr. Pearson's Service 
Within a few years of becoming dean of the vet-
erinary college, Dr. Phillip Pearson was making 
strides by coordinating international veterinary 
meetings. Above, he welcomes a Soviet delegation 
on November 23,1977. 
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to Iowa State University. 
In his commencement address to the 
Class of 1996, Dr. Phillip T. Pearson, former 
Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine 
(1972-1989), offered the wisdom of Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer. While the quotes inspired the 
graduating students, the words could also 
be used to describe Dr. Pearson's own ser-
vice to the college and to the profession. 
"A person is ethical only when life is 
sacred to them, that of plants and animals, 
as well as that of their fellow human beings," 
quoting Dr. Schweitzer, Associate Dean of 
Research at the time Dr. Pearson was dean. 
"They devote themselves helpfully to all life 
that is in need of help." 
This compassion for all living things was 
instilled in Dr. Person early in life, growing 
up on a farm near Ames, Iowa. 
"I always liked working with both people 
and animals," he told The Bomb yearbook, 
in 1989. ''Veterinary medicine is a good com-
bination of those two." 
Earning a DVM from Iowa State in 1956, 
he started his life of becoming a great vet-
erinarian: a life full of accomplishment, 
activities, colleagues and family. 
"He was encouraging and expected you to 
work hard and be productive," said Dr. 
Donald Draper, Professor of Veterinary 
Anatomy, who learned surgery from Dr. 
Pearson. "He was a tireless worker, and even 
when exhausted, he would still continue 
working." 
Immediately following graduation, he com-
pleted a two-year internship at Angell 
Memorial Hospital in Boston. Five years 
later, in 1962, he added a PhD in veterinary 
pathology to his academic degrees. By 1968, 
he earned Diplomate status in the Ameri-
can College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Within ten years of earning his PhD, he 
progressed at Iowa State from being an in-
structor in veterinary medicine and surgery, 
to an assistant professor, to an associate pro-
fessor, to Professor and Chairman of the 
Small Animal Clinic, to being a prospective 
dean of the college. 
"I was on the search committee at the time 
and became one of the candidates," said Dr. 
Pearson. "I surfaced as the individual they 
asked about to become dean; I thought about 
it and decided I'd give it a try." 
During the 17-year legacy as head the col-
lege, he helped make possible several events 
that would maintain it as one of the leading 
veterinary schools in the nation. The ever-
increasing pace in the world of science and 
technology made the task of keeping a lead 
both challenging and exciting. 
"When I took over as dean, one goal was to 
get the college moved into a few facility. The 
building was planned for its first phase, but 
54 
it lacked federal funding for ·the second 
phase," Dr. Pearson said. 
He and others at the college worked with 
U.S. Senators and Congressmen to obtain a 
$3 million grant for the second phase of the 
construction. 
The Veterinary Quadrangle, the building 
in which he received his education, was also 
the building from which he helped moved the 
college. 
"I feel we were fortunate to get the new 
building," he said. "While I feel the programs 
were strong at the original facility on the 
main campus, the new building allowed edu~ 
cational and research programs and client 
services to greatly expand." 
In 1976, year of the nation's bicentennial, 
members of the college were congratulated 
at the dedication by many leaders, includ-
ing President of the United States Gerald 
Ford. This grand event pronounced to the 
world that the Iowa State University Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine was truly 
prominent. 
An interesting note on the college's estab-
lishment from main campus is the 
development on Ames' bus service "Cy-Ride". 
A shuttle service was instituted between the 
college and main campus. Since then, the 
system has grown citywide. 
Another major achievement during Dr. 
Pearson's tenure at the college was helping 
coordinate international veterinary activi-
ties and conferences. 
"It is impossible for any area to be iso-
lated," he said. "Ames is fast becoming an 
international center for veterinary medicine 
and students here have a great advantage." 
Throughout his career in veterinary medi-
cine, he has seen the profession evolve to one 
that places more emphasis on preventive 
medicine than solely on treatment. He has 
also seen the number of women studying the 
profession at Iowa State increase from zero 
to equal representation. 
He believes that the level of medicine prac-
ticed has reached a higher plateau and that 
there is a greater degree of cooperation be-
tween human and veterinary medicine. The 
recent funding of an Escherichia coli re-
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At last year's graduation, Dr. Phillip Pearson delivered the commencement address. He spoke on 
the subject of freedom. "Graduates in the past have looked forward to graduation when they thought 
they would be free," he said. "But really, are you free? Do you really even want to be free from the 
discipline of learning?" 
Quoting Dean Emeritus Leo Bustad of the Washington State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine, "Self discipline is the price of freedom, and freedom is necessary to be creative. The true 
test of freedom is not so much what we are free to do, but what we are free not to do." 
To be successful people, the things we are not free to lack are compassion for people and all living 
things, intellectual curiosity and reverence. However, we are free to face life with understanding, 
humility, self· examination, gratefulness and an adventurous spirit. 
search project at the Veterinary Medical 
Research Institute (VMRI) serves as evi· 
dence of the growing collaboration. 
As areas for improvement in medicine, Dr. 
Pearson sees a need for more research in the 
area of cancer in both animals and people. 
For his future, he intends to do some trav-
eling with his wife, Mary Jane. This summer 
they plan to spend time at their cottage on 
West Lake Okoboji and to visit their four 
children. He also plans to remain involved 
in community activities, such as church, 
Scouting, and the Kiwanis Club. 
Dr. Pearson encourages students to take 
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advantage of the opportunities and "grow-
ing experiences" both within and outside the 
college. In sum, his advice to future veteri-
narians is to become well-rounded. 
"While books are important, there is more 
to education than going to class," he said. 
"The life experiences needed to properly in-
teract with clients, build a family and be 
active in the community are mostly gained 
outside of the classroom." V 
* Elizabeth Carney is a second-year veterinary 
student at the Iowa State University College of Vet-
erinary Medicine. 
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